Trinity United Methodist Preschool 1581 Cambridge Blvd. Columbus, OH 43212 614-488-3659  www.tumps.org

T.U.M.P.S

T — Tradition-Focused School
U — Unlimited Learning

M — Mindful Teaching

P — Purposeful Play

S — STEAM Preschool

The TUMPS School uses Ohio’s Early Learning & Development Standards to guide the planning of our
preschool day. Ohio’s Early Learning Content Standards provide a consistent set of expectations for learning
and include Social and Emotional Development, Approaches to Learning, Cognition and General Knowledge
(including Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies), Language and Literacy Development, and Physical Well-
Being and Motor Development. These standards serve as a framework for designing and implementing
meaningful curriculum and intentional learning activities.

Our Staff:

Our teachers are college educated and are required by the state to complete a minimum of six hours of
accredited continuing education each year. In addition, we regularly meet with educators from the Upper
Arlington School District and the Grandview School District to better understand Kindergarten expectations.
Our goal at TUMPS is to ensure every child is socially and emotionally prepared to learn and succeed in
kindergarten.

Purposeful Play:

What is play? Play allows multiple opportunities and modes to reach various standards. Informed teachers can
see the standards being met in authentic and joyful play. Play is an integral part of our daily program. During
free play, children are encouraged to explore a variety of creative experiences. Play fosters social and emotional
growth as children learn to become part of a caring community. Each preschool day includes many hands-on
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activities that develop small motor skills, as well as art, science, and dramatic play. Our outdoor play area with
climbing equipment, along with an indoor activity room, promotes large muscle development.

Science of Reading

Language and readiness skills are nurtured through sharing, songs, books, finger plays, table toys, and group
activities. In Pre- K, math and science skills are developed through daily experiences such as counting,
matching, number puzzles, sorting, experiments, cooking, and a wide variety of group activities. Technology is
used as a tool to enhance children’s understanding of the world around them, including experiences such as
watching baby eaglets hatch, visiting the International Space Station, and exploring the Columbus Zoo and
Aquarium.

Once a month, TUMPS enhances the children’s learning experience by providing additional enrichment
opportunities, including visits from the Art Lady, Music Lady, Library Lady, and a Yoga instructor.

STEAM:

In early childhood education, STEAM is about intentionally integrating science, technology, engineering, the
arts, and math throughout the curriculum and within purposeful play. Rather than isolating learning into
designated “math time” or “science time”, STEAM concepts are woven into the entire day. Children explore,
question, create, and problem-solve naturally as they play, engage with materials, and interact with their
environment making learning meaningful, connected, and developmentally appropriate.

Classes: Enrollment Age Requirements:

2’s must be age 2 1/2 by Sept. 8.

3’s must be age 3 by August 31.

4’s should be age 4 by August 31.

Rising 5°s: 5 by December 31% of the entering school year.

2 Year Olds (2x2°s / 2x3’s)

The 2’s class meets two or three days per week without a parent present. This class is designed for children who
are 2" years old through younger 3-year-olds. Enrollment is limited to 16 children with two teachers to ensure
individualized attention. Children must be 2% years old by the start of the school year.

The daily schedule includes free play, large muscle activities, circle time with movement, songs, books, and
games, as well as art, science and math exploration, language activities, and snack time. Play is an essential part
of the program and supports children’s social and emotional growth as they learn to become part of a caring
community. Children enrolled in the 2’s class should be working toward toilet training.

3 Year Old (3x3’s)

Classes for 3-year-olds are offered three mornings per week with a ratio of two teachers to a maximum of 18
children. Children must be 3 years old by August 31 of the entering school year. This program is designed to
support growing independence while nurturing each child’s social, emotional, and developmental needs.
The daily schedule includes free play, circle time with movement, songs, books, games, snack time, sharing,
and large muscle activities. Through purposeful play experiences, children develop self-confidence,
cooperation, and problem-solving skills as they learn to be part of a caring classroom community.
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Science, math, art, writing, and language skills are intentionally incorporated into daily activities through hands-
on exploration and teacher-guided instruction. Children engage in activities that promote early literacy, number
sense, creativity, and curiosity about the world around them. Fine motor skills are strengthened through art
projects, manipulations, and early writing experiences, while large muscle activities support physical
development. This balanced approach helps children build a strong foundation for continued learning and
prepares them for future preschool and pre-kindergarten experiences.

4 Year Old (4x4’s and 5x4°s)

Classes for 4-year-olds are offered four or five mornings per week, with a ratio of two teachers to a maximum
of 18 children. Children should be 4 years old by August 31 of the entering school year. This program is
designed to intentionally prepare children for the academic, social, and emotional expectations of kindergarten.
The daily schedule includes free play, circle time with movement, songs, books, games, snack time, sharing,
and large muscle activities. Through these routines, children develop the ability to follow directions, participate
in group activities, take turns, and build self-confidence and independence skills essential for success in a
Kindergarten classroom.

There is a strong emphasis on kindergarten readiness, including the development of pre-reading skills such as
letter recognition, phonological awareness, listening comprehension, and early writing skills. Math readiness is
supported through number recognition, counting, patterning, sorting, and problem-solving activities. Science
and social studies concepts are introduced through hands-on exploration, observation, and discussion to
encourage curiosity and critical thinking.

Science, math, writing, and language skills are incorporated daily through intentional instruction and purposeful
play learning. Children are supported in developing fine motor skills, attention span, and the ability to work
both independently and cooperatively.

Children enrolled in both 4’s programs will bring a packed lunch each day, providing additional opportunities to
practice independence, responsibility, and self-help skills that support a successful transition to kindergarten.
The TUMPS school is a peanut and nut free preschool.

Rising 5’s

This program is open to children who will be five years old by December 31% of the entering the school year.
Rising 5’s is designed to challenge and inspire children as they strengthen essential pre-Kindergarten skills
while continuing to grow socially and emotionally.

Rising 5’s is an exciting extension of our 4-year-old program for children to flourish and gain confidence before
kindergarten. Meeting five mornings per week, Rising 5’s provides a dynamic, enriching environment with two
teachers and up to 18 children.

With an intentional focus on collaborative and experiential learning, the Rising 5’s class spends the year
working together on several unique group projects that foster creativity, imagination, ingenuity, kindness, and
cooperation. Through a balance of structured learning and purposeful play, children learn to think critically,
problem-solve, work as part of a group, and take pride in their accomplishments.

There is a strong emphasis on kindergarten readiness, including the development of pre-reading skills such as

letter recognition, phonological awareness, listening comprehension, and early writing skills. Math readiness is
supported through number recognition, counting, patterning, sorting, and problem-solving activities. Science
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and social studies concepts are introduced through hands-on exploration, observation, and discussion to
encourage curiosity and critical thinking.

Children enrolled in Rising 5’s will bring a packed lunch each day, providing additional opportunities to

practice independence, responsibility, and self-help skills that support a successful transition to kindergarten.
The TUMPS School is a peanut and nut free preschool.
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